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Demand for Egyptian Wheat Imports

Gaber Abdel Atty Mohamed
Department of economic, extension, and rural development
Faculty of Agriculture — Damanhur university

ABSTRACT: The research problem is an imbalance in the relationship of
consumer productivity of wheat in Egypt, and the consequent increase in the imports of
it by about 4,89 million tons, worth about $ 712,33 million in 2000 to about 12,25 million
tons, worth about $ 4951 million in 2013.

It is clear from the study that the international wheat market dominated by

oligopolistic behavior, and the most important wheat producing countries in the world
are China relative importance of 17,29% of the total wheat production in the world in
the average period (2009-2013), followed by India at about 12,8%, the United States of
America about 8,6%, and the Russian Federation by about 7,3%, and France by about
5,6%, and Canada by about 4,1%, followed by Pakistan, Turkey, Australia, Ukraine,
Kazakhstan, and Argentina by about 3,52%, 3%, 2,89%, 2,15%, 1,66%, respectively ,
then Egypt comes in thirteenth place by 1,24% relative importance in terms of the
production of wheat in the world, and despite the rise in the relative importance of both
China and India in wheat production but for them it is not a relative importance in the
foreword.

It turns out that the most important countries for imported wheat is Egypt relative
about 6,3% of the amount of global exports of wheat importance followed by: Italy,
Algeria, Brazil, Indonesia, Japan, Spain, the Netherlands, Korea, Nigeria, Turkey,
Germany, Belgium, Iran, the relative importance of Mexico amounted to about: 4,5%,
4,4%, 4,2% 0,4%, 3,8%, 3,5%, 3,3%, 2,9%, 2,8%, 2,7%, 2,6% of total world imports of
wheat in the average period (2009- 2013).

As shown by the results to estimate the total demand function on Egyptian
imports of wheat during the period (1995-2013) and that the dollar exchange rate of the
Egyptian pound population is the most important variables influencing the quantity of
imports, it was found to estimate the elasticity coefficients of those variables that
change the amount of 10% an increase in the population result in increasing the
amount of wheat imports by about 26,7% and that the increase in Egyptian pound
dollar exchange rate by 10% resulting in reduced amount of imports of wheat by about
1,9%.

With respect to the estimation of future needs of Egypt's imports of wheat, the
study showed that the alternative, which can lead to reduce the volume of imports in
the future is a variant in which the study is supposed to reduce the average per capita
consumption of wheat to about 150 kg per year under the assumption the stability of
production growth rates and consumption as it is during the period (2003-2013),
reaching self-sufficiency rate under this alternative to about 70% during the
assumptions for future years until 2020, and that the quantity of imports will drop to
about 4 million tons per year.
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